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GODS AND ANIMALS 
Dean Reader... 


The World Wildlife Fund and other organizations 
working for the welfare of animals observe ‘Anirnals’ 
Day’ in October. These organizations recognizs the 
right of animals to share this world and to live in 
peace without fear of extinction. A lot of awareness 
has been created in recent times on this topic. 

But it should also be remembered that our 
ancestors, thousands of years ago, recognized! the 
importance of animals 
® and respected their right 
to co-exist with man on 
We this earth, In fact, they 

y placed them on a high 
a pedestal and went to the 
i extent of worshipping 
} them. The cow for 
instance is looked upon 
7 a5 Kamadenu and puja 
is performed during 
Sankaranthi or harvest 
festival. 





Our mythology is full of interesting stories of 
Gods taking the form of animals. You have surely 
heard about the Varaha (Boar), Koorma (tortcise), 
Machcha (fish) and Narasimha (lion) avatars of Lord 
Vishnu. Many animals serve as vahanas or vehicles 
for various Gods. Vinayaka rides a mouse; Parvathi, 
a lion; Siva, a bull; Vishnu, a garuda and so on. Some 
demons too take the form of animals, like 
Mahishasura portrayed on the cover page of this 
issue, 

All these stories and depictions have a lot of 
significance and always emphasise the victory of 
good over evil or dharma over adharma. 

Let us not forget that the policy of ‘live and let 
live’ is the highest form of dharma. 

- Editor 






Sports Talk 


A hundred stron 2 contin- 
gent of sportspersons was 
sent to Athens at a cost of 
about 100 crores! India was 
ranked 66th in the medal's 
tally at the Athens Olympics. 
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore 
shot his way to a solitary sil- 
ver! Even this was overshad- 
owed by the ignomy of 
Pratima Kumari's dope case. 
Anju Bobby George and the 
relay team qualifying for the 
finals was heartening. 

“kx 
ger Federer reiterated 
his supremacy in tennis, by 
winning his third grand slam 
title for the year at the 
U.S. Open. The Rus- 
sian girls have taken 
tennis by storm! 
Close on the heels of 
Maria Sharapova's 
victory al 
Wimbledon, the US 
Open final was an all 
Russian affair. Nine- 
teen year old Svetlana 
Kuznetsova beat com- 
patriot Dementieva 6- 
3, 7-5 in straight sets to 
win the title. She is the 
first Russian woman to win 
the US Open. 
kk * 
A hectic schedule saw 


- Abhinav Ramnarayan 















the Indian cricket team sweat through an Asia 
Cup in Sn Lanka, shiver through a tri-nation se- 
ries in Amsterdam, and finally, play in the 
Natwest series against an up-and-coming En- 
gland side. And: even though one must 
sympathise with India, having played so much 
cricket before they came to England, one has to 
say England did look the better side. 

India was floundering. All the brilliance of 
the last two years seemed to have melted away. 
But the last game proved that the term “Team 
India’ is still applicable. 

Which brings us to this year’s ICC 
Champion's trophy. Hopefully, something as n- 
diculous as Kenya getting into the semifinal de- 
spite losing most of their matches won't happen 

again. India’s chances? To my mind, 
the four best teams in the world are 

Australia, Pakistan, India and En- 

gland. It makes no sense that two of 

these teams are in one group. Still, the 
India-Pakistan clash promises to be an epic 
one, Ofcourse, we're praying that New 
Zealand does everyone afavourand knocks | | 
over the team in green and gold, r 
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World Wildlife Week ts 
being celebrated between 
October 2 - 8, to highlight the 
plight of wildlife and create an 
awareness amongst people to 
preserve wildlife. On this 
occasion, Gokulam 
proudly presents a 
cuddly (Leopard) cub 
poster (see centerspread 
Gokulam poster) Will 
you deprive this cute 
cub of a home...? a 





ee 
For a long time now, ia 


Mumbaites living near 
forest areas like Thane, 
Panvel, Mulund and Borivii 
have been attacked and 
killed by leopards. Why? 
We have snatched theirland gj. 
to build apartments for « 
ourselves. Hunters are even 
worse, They kill the animals 
which are the source of food for 
leopards. 

What would you do if you had no 
food or shelter? Wouldn't you look 
elsewhere? Leopards had to move 
out towards the slums, which are 
encroachments into their homeland, in 
search of food. These hungry animals 
are drawn by human scent and attack 
them. 

It 1s a pity that about 300 trees have 
been chopped off to prevent leopards 
from jumping across walls. This has 
only worsened their plight. The 
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covernment has planned to let in pigs 
from the city into the Borivili National 
Park to provide food for leopards. 


Experts however feel that these pigs 
might even carry diseases to the wild 
animals und affect the food chain. 
There is only one solution. Forests 
and wildlife need protection. We 
should prevent the rapid urbanisation 
of forest areas and build more 
sanctuaries instead of concrete 
structures. Leopards will automatically 
slop attacking humans once the 
ecological balance ts restored, 
- R. Navroj Vagulathri, 
Std. VI, 
Mumbai 





October 2004 GOKULAM B;4 







Dear Readers, 
Do you know one wonderful thing 


about replying to your questions? I 


Jind that I am learning a lot myself, 
by checking up my answers in books 
and dictionaries to make absolutely 
sure that I am right. 
ok 
I watched the national spelling 
bee competition on TV. They always 
ask for origins of words. How can we 
determine the origin from the 
spellings? 
- Srividya, Std XI, 
St. Joseph’s Convent, Trichy 
Words are rather like building 
blocks. Words are based on “roots”. 
Once you know the root of a word, you 
see its meaning, and the meaning does 
not change. Other 
words or word 
parts may be 









added to it rather like building blecks. 
Let me give you an example. 

The Latin root “bene” means good. 
Here are words in which “bene” 
appears: benefit, benediction, 
beneficial, beneficiary, benevo ent, 
benefactor .There are of course many 
more in the dictionary. 

Benefit That which does 
something good, “bene” 
meaning cood., 

Break the word into three 
bits—"“bene” meaning 
good, “dic” meaning to 
say and “tion” meaning 
the act of. 

That which does good, 
Someone who receives 
benefits. 

Benevolent Wishing well 
Benefactor One who does good 

Once you know the root “bene” and 
the words built on this root, you will 
never spell the words wrongly. For 

instance, you will never spell benefit 
as benifit! That is the connection 


Benediction 


Beneficial 
Beneficiary 


wy, between origins and spellings. 


Always look at roots of words. It 
iS €Xciting to discover the 


Radha Padmanabhan 





relationship of different words apart 
from the spellings. 

How do we pronounce the word 
‘xerox’, ‘xylem’ etc? 


-V.Surya Abhishek, Std.X, Gowtham. 


Model School, Hyderabad. 

Bunty, Std.ITX, St. Joseph H.S., 
Hyderabad. 

Most English words that start with 
“x” are pronounced as “2z." They are 


Improve your English 


of Greek origin. So the pronunciation 
of Xerox would be “Zerox” and xylem 
would be “zylem.” 

Xerox is the name of acompany that 
invented the first machine that 
produced photocopies of documents, 
This was inthe 1960s, Today, however, 
the name Xerox ts often used in place 
of the correct verb “photocopy.” So 
next time you want to ask for a copy of 
your essay, ask for a photocopy of it 
and not a xerox! 

Xylem is a collective name for the 
cells, vessels and fibers forming the 
harder portion of wood. 

Please tell me what is the meaning 
of the phrase ‘to burn the candle at 
both ends”. 

-Ankita Bhat, Std. VI, 
B.P.M. School, Mumbai 

If you burn the candle at both ends, 
you try to do too many things in the 
time that you have. The phrase also 
means to be excessively wasteful or 
extravagant. 


‘Solution to Spot It Right 9 


CONGRATULATIONS! The five lucky winners are : 
1. M. Arunesh Mayanka, Std.X, Central School for Tibetans, 


Sonada, W. Bengal. 


| 2. KJ. Najeela, Std. V, St. Josephs U.P.S.S., Kallody, Kerala. 


) 3. Tiruthankar Mishra, Std. VI, BJEM School, Bhubaneswar. 
4. Shanty Simon, Std.X, Mount Carmel High School, 
Gandhidham, Gujarat. 

5. Deepika Sahota, Std. VII, GTB Model Town, Patiala, 
Punjab. 
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SWEET 7 
TEMPTATION / 


Oh! So timid.. * 
* \ He flees as soon 
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One day Sanjay went to the palace. | 


| Suddenly he remembered the deer. 






Sanjay, anything 


new in the 





Oh! A deer 











L in ew. f ; 3 ale 
Next day Sanjay held 
out a tuft of grass 
coated with honey. 


—— 
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t ae . : iy . ras 1 ha, 
ar Mab the deer stopped going | 
“as aees elsewhere to graze. 










/ Heis * 
| following me, / 


Sanjay entered the | . and 
alace with the deer slammed the 
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But I’ve | : \ / One might even 


learnt a | lose his life if he 
lesson too! Pl gives in to 





News Analysis 







There are a few ministers 
in the cabinet against whom 
cases are pending in courts. 
The opposition took up this 
matter of “tainted ministers” 
and disrupted parliamentary 
proceedings to such an extent 
that even the budget had to be 
passed without any 
discussion. The Prime 
Minister said that there were 
“tainted ministers” in the 
previous B.J.P. led coalition 
too and that there cannot be 
two sets of standards, 


ke 


Petroleum Minister, Manishankar 
Aiyer while in Andamans, it is said, 
caused the removal of Veer Savarkar’s 
name from an inscniption in honour of 
freedom fighters. This again became a 
big issue for the opposition, resulting 
in stalling of parliamentary 
proceedings. Manishankar Ayer says 
that though he had his personal views 
on Savarkar, he was not instrumental 
in removing Savarkar’s name. 
However for the B.J.P. it has become a 
matter of honour. It is sad that amidst 
all these quarrels, parliament 1s not 
functioning as it should in a democracy. 

kk 


A flash back : In the heart of the 
city of Hubli there is a vacant land 
which the Township claims to be in 
its possession, while some Muslim 
organizations say that they have 





obtained long lease rights to 
the Jand to conduct mass 
prayers. The case is still 
pending in courts. A few 
years back Uma Bharathi of 
B.J.P. decided to hoist the 
national flag at that spot on 
Independence day. The then 
Karnataka government 
fearing communal clashes, 
imposed a ban under section 
144. But Uma Bharathi 
defied the law resulting in 
clashes, police firing and deaths. A case 
was filed against Uma Bharathi, 
x * * 

The Karnataka sovernment under 
S.M. Krishna had applied to the court 
for withdrawal of the case against Uma 
Bharathi. The present government in 
Karnataka withdrew the withdrawal 
application resulting in the arrest of 
Uma Bharathi, This created a lot of 
condemnation and Uma Bharathi 
accused Sonia Gandhi of interfering in 
the affairs of the state! Finally the 
Kamataka government yielded, status 
quo was restored and Uma Bharathi 
was released. Uma Bharathi is now on 
a ‘yatra’ with the national flag, insisting 
on her right to hoist the same. But the 
fact is, the case against her was not for 
hoisting the national flag but for 
defying prohibitory orders, resulting in 


clashes and deaths. 
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Meet Kalidas, son of Malayalam 
cine stars Parvati and Jayaram. The 
chubby cheeked cute kid is literally a 
Star Achiever. He has been declared 
winner of the National Film Award 
2003 as well as Kerala State Film 
Award 2003 (Best Child Artist) for his 
brilliant portrayal of 9 year old 
Vasudev in the film ‘Ente Veedu 
Apoonteyum’. in which his father co- 
stars with him. Kalidas handled the 
interview with confidence and great 
aplomb. 
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Photographs : Srihari 
Interview conducted by : Priya Ravi 


Congrats! When you were 
shooting for the film, did you 
think you would get this 


award? | 
* With sister Malavika 


) S8 Santhosham’ w hen I was 
Pe aioe * six years old. I 


Whenever I act, | always want to 
achieve something and give my test 
performance. I am very happy to hive 
been nominated for the award. 


What about others? Your parents, 
the director.,.what did they say? 

The script writers, Bobby and Sanju 
were very confident that I would zet 
the award. The director, Sibi Malayil 
encouraged me. Of course, my parents 
have always given me a lot of support. 


» But they let me decide which film I 


should accept. | read this script and 
liked it a lot. So I accepted. 

flow old are you? At what age did 
you act in your first film? 

My date of birth is Dec.16, 1992, | 
acted in my first film, ‘Kochu Kochu 





won many awards for that film too. 

How many films have you acted in 
so far? Are you currently shooting for 
any film? 

[ have acted in 
these two films only. I 
am not doing any films 
at present. ihe 

Both of them are | ™ 
Malayalam filns? Do (% 
you know any other (ee 
language ? 

Malayalam is my | 
mother tongue. My | 


rae 





fr 
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* In the film 
‘Ente Veedu 
Apoonteyum' 


i 
parents also act in Malayalam films. 1 
can speak Tamil and English fluently. 

You reside in Chennai. Where are 
Malayalam films shot? Haw do you 
manage shooting schedules? 

This film was shot in Kakanad, 
Kerala. I did it during my school 
vacation. [ never act when school 1s in 
session. 

Which class are you in? Which 
school? Do they encourage you fo act 
in films? 

lam in Std. VI of Padma Seshadri 
Bala Bhavan, K.K.Nagar, Chennai. 


They do encourage me. In fact, the 
Correspondent, Mrs. Y.G.P. went to a 
theatre to see the movie. They are 
thnlled with my achievement. 
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Do you act in schoal plays? 

Yes. English plays. 

Do you have many friends? Do 
they hero worship you? 

| have many friends. No they don't 
give me special treatment. | play soccer 
with them. 

Now that you have made it big in 
films, would you like te continue your 
studies? Or, would you like to quit 
school and jain films full time? 

No, no! I would like to complete my 
studies and then decide about my 
career. 

What's your favourite subject? 

English Literature. 

How do you cope with other 
subjects? Tuifions? 

No. lam pretty good at studies. My 
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mother helps me too. 
Do you have any hobbies? You 
mentioned soccer? 
I attend shuttle coaching everyday. 
I love cricket. I would like to be acrick- 


eter. 

Wow! So many games! Who is your 
sports idol? Sachin? 

Ricky Ponting in cricket. Prakash 
Padukone in Badminton. 

Do you have any pets? I believe you 
have an elephant,..? 

Yes. In Ottapalam in Kerala. 

What's his name? Do you play with 
him? 

He's named after me. We call him 
Kannan (my pet name). I do play with 
him when I go over there during my 
Vacation, 

Who is your favourite film hero? 
Four dad? 

No, Mamooty! 

You are receiving the National Best 
Child Artist award for your perfor- 
mance in the film Ente Veetu 
Appoonteyum. What does it 
mean? What ts it about? Has your 
father also acted in the film? 

It means, “my house is Appu's 
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too”. Yes. My father has acted as my 
father in the film too. The story is 
about how I am given a lot of love 
and attention until my brother, 
Appu, is born. I love my brother, 
but I feel they love him more and 
I kill him. I am arrested and suf- 
fer a lot during my imprison- 
ment. I won't tell you the end- 
ing. You-must watch the movie! 
My Ged! Do you have any siblings 
in real life? 

Yes. | have a younger sister. She is 
eight years old. But don’t jump te: con- 
clusions. I love her a lot. 

(Laughing) But what about her? Is 
she jealous of your success? Does she 
act too? 

No to both questions. She loves 
drawing and painting. 

Do your parents guide you when 
you are shooting? Did you particu- 
larly like any scene, during shooting? 

Yes they do guide me. In fact, I liked 
a scene in which my father acted. Teven 
cried when that scene was being shot. 

In just two films you have acted 
so far, you have achieved so much. 
What are the other awards you have 
received? 

Kerala State Film Award, Asianet 
Award, Mathrubhoomi Award, Film 
Critics Award and many more. 

We, at Gokulam, wish you all the 
best. Hope many, many more awards 
come your way. 

Do you have any message for 
Gokulam readers? 

November 14" is round the corner. 
Happy Children’s Day! 











Ass the Cultural secretary of DAV 
Public School, Chennai, [ have great 
pleasure in sharing with all Gokulam 
readers a unique programme put up by 
our school during our Annual Day 
celebrations. 

‘Atma Darshan’ dealt with the 
philosophy of human life in a very 
simplistic manner. It showed us how, 
by upholding good values and 
surrendering to god by chanting his 
name, one can attain salvation. Even 
the young students who took part in the 
play and those in the audience could 
easily understand what is usually said 
to be abstract and fit for only very old 
and wise people. 

The play took us through the six 
‘koshas’ - Annamaya Kosha, 
Pranamaya kosha, Manomaya kosha, 
Vigyanamaya kosha, Anandamaya 


School Slot 


Kosha and finally Brahmamaya 
kosha. : 
Annamaya Kosha 
focused on the 
superficial life we 
tend to lead, giving 
importance to 
physical pleasures. 
With Yoga and 
pranayama, how 
vitality can be 
restored, Was 
shown in the 
Pranamaya 
k.osha. In chapter 
15 of the Bhagwad Geetha, Krishna 
tells us that it would be easy to control 
our mind, if we surrender to him. This 
is featured in Manomaya kosha. 
Discriminating between good and bad, 
the truth as perceived by King 
Siddhartha who was transformed into 
the Buddha was illustrated in 
Vigyanmaya Kosha. Chanting of 
Ramanama leads to Anandam 
(happiness) in the Anandamaya Kosha 
wherein Saint Ramanuja’s unselfish 
attitude of working for the upliftment 
of mankind is beautifully showcased. 
Our aim should be to attain the realm 
of god or Brahmamaya Kosha. The 
thirteen minute play gave us an insight 
into philosophy and was truly a unique 
experience. 


- V.N. Praveen, Std.X, 
DAY Public School, 
Chennai 
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Sauirrels belong to the 
Rodentia family of animals. 
squirrels build their soft homes 
in trees and crevices using 
grass, Straw, cotton and even 
the hair on their own tail! They 
give birth to three or four baby 
squirrels at a time and feed 
them with milk. 

There are many types of 
squirrels. 
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Fox 
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Fiying squir- 
relsdonothave gyi 
wings. But fay 
they have a *®% 
thin skinny appendage on the sides 
of its fore legs and hind legs. They 
spread their legs wide to open up 
the skin and are able to ‘fly’ upto a 
distance of even 65 metres from 
onetree to another! They are mostly 
found in Kerala. 


quirrels have a well developed 
sense of smell. They suck the water 
from coconuts when they are in the 
tender coconut stage itself by boring 
a hole in it. Similarly, it consumes the 
fruits of date and other palms! 
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The la rgest of the 
squirrels is the Giant 
Squirrel. They are as 
huge as rabbits! 








species is the ‘Pygmy 
Glider’. It weighs about 
14 grams. It lives on the 
topmost Branches of trees. It | 
never climbs down to the 
ground! It feeds on tiny insects 
and nectar from flowers. Like | 
Kangaroos, this squirrel alsc has 
a pouch on its belly. But it does 
not carry its young 

ones inthe pouch. ~ 



















When a squirrel jumps from one tree to 
another, its tail stabilises its body. When it jumps 
down from heights, again it is the tail that helps 
it to drop slowly like a parachute. That is why 
even when squirrels jump from a height of 20 
metres they are not hurt. The hair from the 
squirrel's tail is used for making paint brushes. 
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But the ground squirrel 
has 13 lines on its back! 













Squirrels bury nuts and seeds under-age 
ground and then leave a tiny stone or 7am Ae, 
stick on the spot for identification. _ (WRatrmese 

- Later when food is scarce, they 
dig up the same spot and feed 
on their buried treasures! 
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The ground squirrels of * i Tae 4 
fy) Alaska hibernate (sleep \) Way 
cone My day and night) for 9 months ve 
4 WB) in a year. They are active 
ey for only 3 months in a year! 
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munch something or the 
other, or else they 
continuously grind their 
top and bottom front teeth. 
lf they stop doing this, their 
front teeth could grow 
longer than their tails! 


October 2004 GOKULAM | 





MY MOTHER 


My mother 1s very nice, 
With beautiful black eyes, 








OF NATURE 
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Sweet as a lily, 
She lovingly calls me “Silly”. 


She cooks yummy dishes 
And fulfils all my wishes, 
I lovingly give her kisses 
And tell her the food is delic: ous. 


I love my mother 
Not only because she is fine 
But I love my mother 
Because I’m hers and she’s nine! 
- P.Aishwarya Kotyankar, 
Age 10, 
Mumbai, 





W hat if I wake up to, 

A streak of sunshine in my room? 
What if then a flower blooms 
Right inside my room? 


Then arrives another one, 
Followed by many others 
[I'm instantly in a meadow 









A ray of hope for the distressed, 


Thousands and thousands she impressed. 


She cared for the lepers. 
And comforted the poor. 


Kindness and charity were all she had 
She made the poor and sick very glad. 


An immortal light, a divine being, 


World over, her childlike smile’s still gleaming! 
- K. Udhaya, Age 14, 
Madurai 
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With my doll and many flowers. 


| hear the rustling winds. 
And the birds chirping 

see the whispering trees, 
And o'er them the clouds towering. 


=~ | smell the air of spring around 


And see a row of butterflies. 

I enjoy the beauty of nature 
A wonderful treat for the eyes! 
- Kamna Shastri, Age 10, 
Washington, U.S.A. 
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Mythology 





Asuna was very proud of 
the fact that he was the Lord's 
best friend and supreme 
devotec. The omniscient il 
Lord decided to vanquish his pri de, 


One day he took Arjuna for a walk. 
Soon, they came upon a strange sight. 
A brahmin who was eating dry grass, 
had a sword dangling at his side! 

Arjuna was puzzled. He wondered 
why this pious devotee of Vishnu, 
should carry a sword? Lord Vishnu 
considered it his duty to protect and not 


injure any living being. Here was his 
devotee who sustained his life by eating 
only lifeless dry grass, since he 
considered green grass had life. Why 
should such a person carry a sword? 
He asked Lord Krishna to explain this. 

“Here is a man who has renounced 
all ideas of injuring any living being, 














by 2h hf 


down to the meanest blade of grass; 
yet he has a sword, the symbol 
of death and hatred! Why, 
my lord?" 

“Why don’t you ask 


Pal eon : 





him yourself’, said the Lord. 


Ag una went up to the brahmin and 
asked him why he carried a sharp 
sword when he would not even touch 
a living green blade of grass! 

“I would like to punish four persons 
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if I chance to meet them”, said the 
brahmin. 

“Who are they?” 
Arjuna asked. 








by the elephants. 
He even made the 












“The first is the wretched Narada. — | Lord break out of a 
He is perpetually keeping. my Lord | | pillar just to rescue 
awake with his music. He disturbs him,” 
my Lord, day and night, with his Af rs) “And who is the 
prayers and praises.” fourth?” Arjuna queried. 


The indignant brahmin 
replied at once. “The 
demeaning Arjuna. He made 
my Lord drive his chariot in 

the great war of Kuruksitetra. 
My Lord - a lowly chanoteer 


“The second person is the 
impudent Draupadi”, he 
continued. “Just when my 
beloved Lord was going to 
dine, she summoned him to 
rescue the Pandavas from 


Durvasa's curse. He had to give 1 indeed!” 
up his dinner and rush to her aid | Arjuna was amazed ct the 
at Kamyaka Vana and all she depth o° the 


poor 
brahmin’s 
devotion and 

love for the Lord. 
He now realised that 
his pride in being Lord 
Krishna's best 
devotee was 


offered him 
Was a morsel 
of the remnant 
of their meal! | 
Arjuna was shocked, | 
“Who is the third?” he 
enquired. 
“The heartless Prahlada.” 


answered the brahmin. unjustified 
“The cruel boy did not pause | 

to think. He made my Lord - V.Deviprasad, 

enter the boiling cauldron of oil. Std. VIII, P.S. Senior 


My lord was trodden underfoot Secondary School, Chennai 
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® K.Shweta Rao, Vandiperiar 

? Why shouldn't we talk while 
eating food? 

| While eating food, we should chew 
the food well so that saliva in the moutt 
mixes thoroughly with the food for 
easy digestion. If we talk while we eat, 
it would affect the chewing process and 
ultimately the digestion also. 
Sometimes we might swallow the food 
in a Wrong manner and it would reach 
the windpipe instead of the food pipe, 
resulting in coughing up the food 
particles. 

® M.Sushma, Mulky, Karnataka 

? fs ot true that lice multiply in wet 
hair? 














DR. G. GANESAN 





| No. It 1s not true. There is no 
relationship between breeding of lice 
and wet hair. Lice multiply on the scalp 
by feeding on the impurities of the skin. 
Keep in mind that keeping the scalp 
clean would prevent lice infestation. 


= 
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® V.Shangamitra, Pollachi. 

? What is meant by rheumatic 
fever? 

! Rheumatic fever usually affects 
children and young adults. It is most 
common in children in the 5 to 15 years 
age group. It is a kind of fever caused 
by streptococcus bacterium. This 
bacterium affects the throat causing 
sore throat and fever. Fever lasts for a 
few weeks with severe pain in the 
major joints such as knees, ankles, 
elbows and wrists. The bacterium sets 





off an allergy like reaction in the 
heart valves and bone joints during the 
course of the disease. The heart valves 
get damaged resulting in murmurs in 
the heart. The affected joints are 
swollen and red. If this fever is 
identified at an early stage and treated 
properly, it is easy to prevent the 
damage to the heart. 


® Himanshu Sahu, 
Chattisgarh. 


Korba, 





? Why do my fingertips start 
cracking during winter? 

! Usually the skin starts cracking 
during summer as the skin becomes dry 
due to heat. During winter the skin 
absorbs moisture and gets swollen. If 
dry air comes in contact with your skin 
during winter, it evaporates the water 
fast and as a result the outer layer of 
the skin would begin to develop cracks 
and flakes. Creams and ointments are 
available to soothe the chapped skin. 
Consult a dermatologist and get treated. 

® Sanadhanashri Mohan, 
Muscat 

? Although I am not allergic to 
powder, I sneeze when I use it. Why? 


mUciilemm Bleleicey a 





! Sneezing is an involuntary reflex 
action stimulated by irritation in the 
nose. Usually we sneeze when we catch 
a cold. If you use a lot of talcum powder 
with a powder puff on your nose, some 
of it may enter your nostrils, irritate 
them and cause sneezing. Allergies can 
also cause sneezing. Get some allergy 
tests done at an allergic clinic nearby 
and get treated if necessary, 

® K.R.Nithyapriya, Chennai 

? | used to wear spectacles with a 
power -1.25. I 
had chicken fF 
pox, six | 
months back. 
Now the lens 
powerhasgoneup ¢ 
to-3. Could chicken- _, 
pox have caused the increase? 

'No. Chicken pox could nothave |, 
caused the increase in the lens power. 
There are a variety of reasons that 
increase the power defect of the eyes. 
Consult an ophthalmogist and get your 
vision suitably corrected with 
spectacles. 












_ THE STORY S50 FAR : 

Teenagers, Asha and Anil are alone 
in Chennat. Thetr grandparents who 
had visited them from Colombo had 
presented Asha with an heirloom - a 
diamond jewellery set, including a 
priceless tiara, It was worth a fortune. 

Since granny had fractured her fup 
at Colombe airport, the children’s 
parents had to rush off to her atd. Mike, 
their cousin was to visit them from 
London. Mike's mother is the children’s 
aunt, while his father, Thomas Brite is 
a British businessman. 

Al the airport, awaiting Mike's 
arrival, Swapna, a pretty lady, be- 
friended Asha. While Anil was 
browsing at the bookstore, Asha 
happily gave her new friend a lor of 
details about themselves. 

Mike looked very tense on arrival, 
Two evil looking men in a white Maruti 
car chased them on their way back from 
the airport and again the next day when 
they went sightseeing. With presence 
of mind and much effort they escaped. 

Asha and Anil suspected Mike. He 
did not seem to be open with them. They 
confronted him, He disclased that his 
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dads enemies were trying to harm jis 
family. But again, past midnight, Asha 
and Anil looked out of their winc'ow ta 
see Mike talking fo the evil men. 

This time, he admitted that the men 
had Kidnapped fis dad and were 
demanding the priceless jewellery a 


ransom, Swapna was a gang membe! 
too, he said. 

The doorbell rang. Anil ash ed Ib 
10 hide behind the i 
sofa and Asha to go 
upstairs to call the 
police while he 
himself chatted with 
the kidnappers and 
kept them engaged, It 
was Swapna, he 
apened the door to 
ane she Wey Ponting 
a gun at him! 

Now read an... 


Anil recovered 
fast. “Hi Aunty! Isn't 
it rather late to come 


visiting?” 
“C"mon, Anil! 
Let's not play 












Fames. You know why ['m here. 
Where's Asha and the British boy?” 
She sat on the sofa still pointing the 
gun at Anil. 

Asha who was peering downstairs, 
was stunned, She knew that Anil would 
not be able to engage Swapna in 
conversation. She also realised that it 
would be very risky to call the police 
with Swapna pointing the gun at Anil. 
She decided a change of strategy was 
called for. 

“Oh, aunty! I thought we were 

friends,” she wailed as she 
appeared at the head of 
the staircase. 


“You silly girl. Hasn't your mother 
laucht you not to speak to strangers?” 
Swapna pointed the gun at Asha. 

“She also taught me that I should 
serve tea to puests,’ said Asha weakly. 

“Tea! At midnight! No, just give me 
the jewels and I'll go.” 

“Aunty, PIl give you the jewels and 
"tl give my mother’s jewellery too. But 
let's be friends. Have some tea!" Asha 
started howling. 

“Stop it! You'll wake up the 
neighbours. Okay, be quick!” Anil and 
Mike saw greed wit large on Swapna's 
face at the thought of extra jewels. 
They watched Asha’s dramatics keenly. 

“T"ll make the tea and then I'll get 
you the jewels.” Asha left the room. 


F 


Soon she entered with a heav y tray 
full of hot tea, cups and saucers. As she 
came near Swapna, she stumbled and 
the jugfull of scalding tea fell on 
Swapna. Swapna screamed and jumped 
up. She dropped the gun while in great 
pain. 

Ina tnce, Mike jumped from behind 
the sofa and grabbed the gun. 

“Hands up! I'll shoot you” warned 
Mike. Swapna was stunned. 

“Here is the jewel box.” Asha 
handed it over to Swapna. 

“Hey, don't give it to her.” Anil was 
shocked. 

“She is my fnend, Anil! I can'tcheat 
her’, said Asha. 

“My father is in danger, Anil, The 
jewels have to be given” begged Mike. 

Swapna took the box from Asha. 
Immediately all three of them pounced 
on her and although she fought them, 
they overpowered her and tied her to 
the chair with arope. Mike had the gun 
at her forehead. 


Asha called up Aunt Sunitha in 





London and handed over the phone to 
Mike. 

“Mom! We've given the jewels to 
the gang. Ask the kidnappers to release 
Dad” said Mike. 

“Oh! Thank God! One of them is 
here. Talk to him” Aunt Sunitha was 
relieved. 

“We've handed over the jewels. You 
can check with your friend who's 
here,” said Mike as he handed over the 
cordless phone to Swapna. 

“Say it or he'll definitely shoot,” 
mouthed Asha. 

“Yes! The jewels are in my hands. 
Release Mr. Thomas”, muttered 
Swapna. 

Asha switched off the phone. 

“If you don’t let me out soon, my 
friends who are outside will get you,” 
threatened Swapna. 

“Don't worry. You will be out of 
here soon”, Asha said as she called up 
the police. 

“Police Station? Inspector, come 
immediately! A robber’s inside our 
house, trying to kill us. The address 

1S... 


Within five 
minutes, Inspector 
Mary with a posse of 
policemen entered 

“Ma'am, this lady 
barged in and stole the 
box of jewels. She even 
threatened to kill us 
with this gun, But some- 
how we overpowered 
her. The box she has in 


her hands contains our jewels” Asha 
explained, 

“She gave it to me herself,” Swapna 
wailed. 

“C'mon lady. I know you. Your 
photos have been flashed to all police 
stations. The inspector then spoke to 
higher ups on her mobile. 

“Tl have to question this lady” she 
said, 

“I don't know anything. Ask those 
two men outside who hired me” 
Swapna begged. 

“There are no men outside...” began 
the inspector. 

“Ma'am, two men ina white Maruti 
car have been following us for the past 
two days. They even tried to grab us at 
the museum,” revealed Asha. 

“Can you identify them?" 

“No problem. I even have their 
photographs.” Ami said proudly. 

“Oh, Anil! That's why you were 


ATI 
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clicking away at the temple?" Asha 
asked. 

“Bravo kids”, inspector Mary 
congratulated as she took Swapna to 
the police station. 

“Please come to the police station 
in the moming to file an FIR. Mike, 
bring your passport,” she added. 

“My friends will get you, you three 
monsters’, Swapna threatened as she 
gol into the police jeep. 

“Don't worry. Two of my men will 
be here to guard you", said Inspector 
Mary. 

“Wow! What a dramatic end”, said 
Asha. 

“No, Asha. My dad has to be 
released. The gang in London has to 
be nabbed. | am so worned,” said Mike. 

The shnil ring of the phone pierced 
the silent might. 


( To be continued) 
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Our family got away to Himachal 
Pradesh for a few days during our 
summer vacation. We visited Kulu, 
Manali, Simla and Manikaran. All the 
places seemed like paradise after the 
sweltering heat of Mumbai, but I loved 
the mystic experience of Manikaran, 
the most, 

Manikaran is a small beautiful hilly 
town situated at a height of 
1650 m (5500 ft) above sea To. 
level. It nestles in the | 
Parvati valley andis4hours F<: 
by road from Kulu. The bus 
journey from Kulu was 
wonderful and we took in the 
grandeur of the majestic snow 
capped peaks and the 
evergreen forests. 

Located on the banks of the 
Parvati river, which is a 
tributary of the Beas river, 
Manikaran is truly an artist's 
delight. The river flows very fast here 
and is full of rapids. In and around 
Manikaran, there are several hot 
springs. But the ones in the town are 
the hottest (temperatures ranging from 
88°C to 98°C). Locals regale us with 
different mythological tales explaining 
the presence of hotsprings in the area. 
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According 
to the Brah- 
mand Purana, 
Caoddess Par- 
vali lost her car- 
rings when she 
was SWIMMIng 
In the river. 
since Mother 


Earth could not hold onto this luminous 
jewel, it went straight down to ‘Putala 
Loka’ and into the hands of Seshinag 
the Lord of jewels. Lord Shiva's men 
searched but could not find the jewel. 
An enraged Shiva opened his third eye 
to destroy the world. To pacify S1iva 
and prevent destruction, Seshnag sent 
the jewel along with other jewels to 





earth with a hiss. The venom of Sesh- 
nag is said to have heated up the wa- 
ter, Even today, small brownish beads 
are found in the water and itis beheved 
that Seshnag continues to throw the 
jewels. Manikaran literally means 
‘jewel of the ear’ (mani + karan), An- 
other version states that when Lord 
Shankar as Kirata (a tnbal) fought Aru- 
juna, Arjuna was awarded the Pasu- 
patastra al Manikaran. 

A beautiful Gurudwara is located on 
the banks of the river. Pilgrims bathe 
in the hot springs at the gurudwara, It 
is said that regular dips in this hot 
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spring cures a person suffering from 
gastric trouble or rheumatic pains. The 
gurudwura provides delicious free 
meals to everyone, day and night all 
through the year. 

The food is cooked in a unique 
manner. Rice and vegetables placed in 
gunny bags are immersed in the hot 
springs and get cooked in a jiffy. 
Chapatis are also cooked in a similar 
manner, Cooked rice and sugar is also 
offered as ‘prasad’ in the Shiva temple. 

My trip to Manikaran was a truly 
enjoyable experience which will be 
etched in my memory for years. 

- Amrita Krishna, Std. VI, SIAM 
School, Dombivili (W) 
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A HAIRY TALE 


Illustration: Pillai Story Retold by ; S. Suprabha, Coimbatore: 


| Akbar had not slept well that night 
and was . bad mood. he will enjoy 
) : riding and 


-T've arranged \. camping in the 


for a tiger 
<~ hunt tonight to 
,) |S, cheer up the 





You are 50 generous thit 
the constant flow of gold, 
off your palms into the: 
hands of this worthles: 
servant wears it 


© Can anyone SulaNia - 
t/ tellme why nohair \ > 
grows on the : 


hair grow | 
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how come no hair 
 growsonthe palms , 
» of your hands? 


om. “Your generosity is * 

‘or; fo? / frequently filling these }=— 
Y —) KA) hands with gold. So nota 
{single hair can grow! = / 


Huzoor! My colleagues are : 
constantly wringing their hands in 
jealousy since you continue to bestow 

your generosity on me. 
They have rubbed away every hairg 
that mighthave grown , 





Brother! You have 
saved the day! 
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Artthe outset, we thank readers wihto 
have been sending us HP puzzles, sto- 
ries and rumours. Many of you have 
‘demanded’ more details on J.K.'s 
forthcoming book, “Harry Potter and 
the Half Blood Prince.”. Here ts a news 
update from the Potter World as con- 
firmed by JK. tn fer website 
wwwikrowling.com. Look forward to 
more details on the seventh book in 
Gokulam November issue, 


Mark Evans, as the ‘Half Blood 
Prince’, is probably the main charac- 


ter in the book. He is Harry's great- 
uncle andis the heir to Gryffindors. He 
lives in the ‘Pillar of Storge’ and he 
‘Mystic 


owns the Kettle of 
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Nackledirk’. J.K. also hints that this 
might be the title of the seventh book. 
We'll just have to wait and watch. 

A new character is introduced and 
his description is as follows : “He 
looked like an old lion. He had grey 
streaks in his tawny brown hair and had 
yellow eyes. He wore wire mmmed 
spectacles. He walked with a cercain 
lopy grace, even though he hada lirap™ 
This character could either be the half 
blood prince or the new DADA teacher 
oreven Godric Gryffindor. 















Did 


ae ft y OU 
know that 
Fred and 


“ George were 
born on All Fools 
Day? No wonder they 
are ‘born tricksters’! Ron’s 
birthday is on March Ist and 
Hermione’s is on September 19th. 
The latin sign “Draco Dormeins 
Nungum Titillandus” under the 
Hogwarts banner means “Never tickle 
a sleeping dragon.” Trust JKR to think 
of something like this. Similarly, the 


Curtain Raiser 





sign on the 
mirror of Erised 
read backwards says - 
“I show not your face but 
your heart’s desire” (‘Erised’ 
read backwards is ‘desire’ !) 
Remember, Crookshanks? 
Crookshanks is not an Animagus but a 
half-kneazle. Kneazles came originally 
from Britain and are small catlike ani- 
mals. They have spotted or flecked fur, 
large ears and its tail resembles a lion’s 
tail. They can breed with cats and are 
characterized by intelligence, indepen- 
dence and occasional aggression. They 
could be wonderful pets, if they like a 
wizard or witch. Kneazles are good de- 
tectives and can react adversely to sus- 
pects. This is why Crookshanks sus- 
pected Scabbers! 
- Mithila Ananth, Std. XI 
. B.A. Nikhila, Std.IX, Bangalore 
. Avantika Kannan, Std.IX, 
Chennai 
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1. Many species of monkeys are 
found in India, Which is the smallest 
species of monkeys? 


(a) Rhesus Pygmy (b) Pyemy 
Marmoset (c) Lemur (d) Chimpanzee 


2. Giraffes have long necks to 
reach the tallest of trees. How many 
bones does a giraffe 
have in its neck? 


fly? 

(a) J kmph (6) HO kmph (c) 65 
kmph (d) 1) kmph 

6. Some snakes can eat a full 
animal in one sitting. Which is the 
world’s heaviest snake? 

(a) King Cobra (6) South 






Zz: 


2 a Aiea, 

(a) Twenty Es: «. ri 

(6) Five (c) Seven ae a we 
(d) Eleven Me, 


3. Like birds, 
Insects have wings 
too. Which is the 
Insect that has the 
largest Wingspan? 

fa) Atlas 
(®) Giant dragonfly 
(c) Emperor Moth (d) African Goliath 
beetle 

4. Whales are large mammals. But 
which is the smallest of the whale 
family? 


= 


moth 


(a) Cammerson's dolphin (b) Blue 
whale (c) Killer shark (d) Greatwhite 
shark 

5. Bees are busy bodies and keep 
flying around! How fast does a bee 


38 seen 
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American Python (c) South American 
Anaconda (d) Boa Constricter 


/, Caterpillars are supposed to be 
voracious eaters. What is their first 
meal? 

(a) leaf (5) their own ege shell 
(c) tiny insects (d) twigs 

8. This bird can fly in any 
direction, even backwards. It is also 
the smallest bird. Name it. 






J, Humming bird (b) Star ling direction would it turn? 
(c) Mountain blue bird (d) elf (a) Right (b) left (c) skyward 
owl, 

9. The laughing jackass 
is not an ass or a donkey. 
What is it? 

fa) An insect (6) A lryena 
(c) Awhale (d) A bird 

10. Which insect can live 
for several weeks with tts 
head cut off? 

(a) grasshopper 
(b) cockroach (c) mosquito 
(d) cricket 

11. Which insect has a 
life span of 24 hours. 

(a) dragonfly (6) Bumble 
bee (c) housefly (ad) firefly (d) any direction 

12. Bats are frequently found in 
caves. While exiting a cave which - Compiled from facts 

contributed by 

Preeti Chandrasekar, 

Std.1X, Chennai. 
Shweta D’cruz, 
Mumbai 

“. Sahana Arooran, 
Std. VIII, 


Vishakapatnam 
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Mitu went to Gangapur to spend 
her summer vacation with her cousin 
Tina. Tina and her friend Akshay were 
having holidays too and the three 
children had fun together. 


One day, when they went for a 
stroll along the garden path, they heard 
somebody speaking from behind the 
peepul tree. 

“Boss! Motilal has given me 
hundred rupees for reading his 
daughter's horoscope. He has even 
agreed to send Rashmi, alone, 
lomorrow at five in the evening. Our 
plan is sure to succeed!” 

Mitu peered to see the speaker. She 
saw a thin, tall man with an ugly face 
disguised as a ‘swami’. ‘Boss’ was a 
stout, healthy man, completely 
bald. 

“Good, Tom! When she comes, 
bring her to our bungalow. By 
then it will be too late for them to 
realise that she has been 
kidnapped.” They laughed. 


The children quietly hurried 
back home and told Tina’s parents. 

“No time to waste. Let’s wam 
Motilalji’, said Tina's father, 

All of them called on Motilalji 
who was very grateful to them for 
their timely warming. 
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“I won't send Rashmi to those 
gangsters’, he decided. 

“No, no, uncle. If you don't send 
her, they will dupe someone else, |Let’s 
inform the police.” 

“Yes, that’s a good idea, We'll) tell 
Akshay’s father Mr. Chopra. He is an 
Inspector. He'll take prompt action”, 
said Tina's father. 

“Yes, I'll tell daddy about the 


ital 








il 


thugs’, agreed Akshay. 


They invited Inspector Chopra to 
Motilal’s house where Akshay briefed 
him about the incident. Mr. Chopra 
fave him a patient hearing. 

“Motilalji, please send your 
daughter tomorrow. The other 
pangsters will be waiting in that 
bungalow for the ‘swami' to bring 
Rashmi. You and the children can 
follow them. Tina will carry a walkie 
talkie so that if you have any problems 
you can get in touch with me. As soon 








as you reach the bungalow, let me know 
the location. My team and I will bnng 
Tina's father and reach the spot. Be 
careful. They should not know that they 
are being followed. Please inform 
Rashmi about this’, cautioned Mr. 
Chopra. 


Next evening, the children reached 
Motilal’s house. They went along with 
Motilal and Rashmi to the garden. They 
stayed back at the gate while Rashmi 
went alone towards the peepul tree. 
After sometime they saw Rashmi be- 
ing whisked away by the ‘swami’ in a 
jeep. Motilal and the children followed 
them in Motilal’s car, at a distance. 

After driving for sometime, Tom 
stopped the jeep in front of an old 
dilapidated bungalow. Tina informed 
Mr. Chopra about the location, from 
their car parked some distance away. 

Meanwhile the kidnappers had 
called Motilalji at his house and 
demanded a ransom of ten lakh rupees. 
Mr. Motilal kept them engaged in 
conversation. 

soon, Mr. Chopra and his team 
amived und entered the bungalow. They 
caught the kidnappers red handed. The 
kidnappers were arrested and Rashmi 
was safely handed over to Motilalji. He 
thanked the children profusely. 

Mitu proudly recounted the tale to 
her friends when she got back to 
Mumbai. What an adventure it was! 

- Divya V. Bhat, Std. VII, 1.E.S*s 

Modern English School, Mumbai 
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Sage Durvasa once 
came to meet Lord Indra. a," 
Indra was atop his white | 
elephant Iravatha. Sage Durvasa presented him with 
a sacred lotus and blessed him so that he could ac- 
quire more wealth. Indra haughtily threw away the 
lotus and said, “I don’t want the lotus of wealth. | 
have all the wealth already.” [ravatha stepped on the 
lotus. 

An irate Durvasa cursed the two offenders and 
Indra fell from Indraloka into a forest on earth while 
lravatha fell on the banks of the Ansular river at 
Darasuram., 

Iravatha repented and prayed to. Lord 
Siva everyday al that spot. Siva was 
pleased and sent Iravatha back to 
Indruloka. As a thanksgiving ges- 
ture lravatha continues 


if to pray to Lord 













Siva's lingam on a 
particular day, every 
month. Thus the Lord 
here came to be known 
as Iravatheswarar (lord 
of Indra’s white el- 
ephant). 

The consort is Deva 
Nayuki. All the sculp- 
lures, that of Nataraja, 
Bhairavar, ASora 
Veerabhadrar, Rathi, 
Manmathan and 
Dakshinamoorthy are 
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beautifully carved. bakonam, it was built by Rajaraja hola | 


I] in the 13th 

The temple at , 
DARASURAM, the 
Lord's abode 15 a master- 
piece of Chola architec- 
ture, second only to Gan- 
caikondacholapuram., 
Located about four kilo- 
metres from Kum- 


Century A.D. 
rs Built on the model 
fy hoof the Tanjore Big 
' Temple, this temple has 
an 85 feet Virnana, The 
sanctum (garbagraha) is 
said to be in the shape of 
a float in a lotus pond! The 
Rajagambheera marriage 
hall is in the shape of a 
temple car. The inner 
mandapam houses beautiful 
stone sculptures depicting 
scenes from the history of 

Nayanmars (Saivite Saints). 

The incredible feature of this temple 
are the ten (stone) steps in the temple 
Balipeedam which emit the musical strains of Raga 
Shankarabharanam (in Carnatic Music). 

The Pandyas had become strong during that 
period and the temple lost its Chola patronage and 
began to crumble. However, today, thanks to the 
Archeological Survey of India, this ancient temple 
is well preserved and stands testimony to the 
excelent architectural skill of the Cholas. 
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the best. If you believe this, you can be 
the best!" This is the guiding principle 
of areal life ‘rags to riches’ story - from 
petrol pump attendant to a Rs.62,000 
crore company! 

Dhirubhai Ambani, the sone of an 
ordinary school master in Chorwad in 
rural Gujarat was a school drop out. As 
a child, he sold snacks to pilgrims. Later, 
as a teenager, a job with an Indian trading 
company took him to Aden and he 
moved on from there to work for 
Shell, as a petrol pump attendant. 

He returned to India in 1958 when 
polyester was revolutionising the 
textile industry all over the world. 
Ambani believed that polyester 
represented the future of Indian 
textiles. With great foresight he 
started importing polyester yarn by 
Investing his modest savings of Rs. 
15,000. He built up his trading house 
with sheer hard work and by mid 
1960 he was the largest polyester 
trader in India! 


Althou gh he started spinning his 
Success story around polyester 
production, he quickly diversified 
Into plastics, chemicals, petro 





chemicals, gas, power and 
telecommunication. 
4,70 FRE weeee 
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“Be daring. Think big... You can be 








How did he finance these major in- 
vestments? Again by his pioneerirg ef- 
forts in mobilising 58,000 investors and 
establishing the ‘equity cult’ in India. 
Today three million middle class salary 
earners have earned rich dividends! 
Some of those who invested early with 
Ambani became millionaires instantly! 


Dhirubhai Ambani, the visionary, 
thus steered his Reliance Group to be- 
come India’s first Fortune 500 company. 






The group ac- 
counts for more than 
3% of India's GDP, 
about 5% of our 
country's total exports 
and 30% of the profits 
made by private sector 
companies. The inte- 
grated Jamnagar refin- 
ery complex in Gujarat 
is the world’s largest 
preen field project of 





poor. He arranged 
| computer education 
| for thousands of 
} schools to spread [n- 
*4 formation Technology 
+} among India’s poor. 
Se) The middle classes 
)4 found in him a cham- 
fe] pion for their cause. 
When he died at 
) the age of 69 in July, 
2002 the whole coun- 


its kind. Reliance In- try saluted this legend 
dustrics has more who thought big, 
shareholders than any othercompanyin thought fast and most importantly 
the world! thought ahead! 

Coming from humble beginnings, 
Dhirubhai set his heart at helping the 


FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


"With sons, Anil and Mukesh 


- A. Chidambaram, 
M.G.C. Vidyalaya, Tennur, Trichy 








Dear Headers, 

* You are most welcome to send 
in your contributions to Gokulam 
either by post or by e-mail. 

Remember every contribution 
sent by you should give details of 
your - Name, Age, Class, Name 
and address of school, Kesi- 
dential address and a declara- 
tion stating that the contribu- 
tion is your original creation (ii 
not, the source must be men- 
tioned). 

However, we cannot guarantee 
that your contribution will be pub- 
lished. It is also not possible for us 
to tell you when it will be published. 
But, if you require your contribution 
to be sent back to you on rejection, 


then you — 
must 
enclose 
a self 
addressed, 
stamped 
envelope. 

- Editor 


PARTICIPATION CERTIFICATE | 


You will receive a participation | 
certificate from us if your contri- | 
bution is published. At the end of | 
the one year period ending June | 
2005, the person with most num- | 
ber of participation certificates will | 
recelve a special prize. 





THE WHITE FLOWER ADVENTURE 


Script : Mohan.c, Art: C..Roy |g 


Cc 
: yy > Don't be surprised... | am a , 
7 Gandharva... Lam living here under a | 
curse. [f | could see the white flowers, , 
I shall be free... 















~The Prince showed her the | \” How shall I thank these 
white flowers. Enchanting great heroes? Let's take them | 
melodious music was heard. across the river and then 
= = j | ia 
| Princess! Welsiens hack to proceed to our land. — 
the world of the Gandharvas. TT _ 


You are free of the curse. Come... A 
_ let's return to our land. e 








| The Gandharva princess ferried | 

the prince and Amar Singh across | 

the river... Their horses were | 
waiting for them... s00n the boat 
took off into the sky. 










was a little 
suspicious about you. 


Y, = 


Now let’s quickly 
get back to the 
palace. 





People welcomed the 
victorious heroes by ss, 
showering flowers on them... 


Fo 


= 





You are Te for having “,] [The commander in chief and his wife 
congratulated their son. 






|| performed your duties as a son and | 
“. 4 friend. I too am blessed. : 





Son! You have 
served our 
| kingdom well 





I'm proud of} \ 











The sage physician extracted 
the juice from the white flowers 
| and administered it to the king. | 


| Although it is bitter in taste, 
/,. this is the most effective, 
) medicine. : 


50 GeesUeh eee 


In a few days, the king was completely |— 
cured. People rejoiced. 


The sage physician was very happy at | 
having cured the king. As he was 
leaving, Amar Singh approached him. 


Oh sage! I've brought a few With prayers on his lips, 
seeds of the white flower tree. , the sage planted the seeds 
.. Would it grow in our land?/ which later became large 
Certainly. The seeds will | 
germinate and grow into | 
large trees. Whatever deed 
is done for the welfare of | 
the people will succeed. 


The tree came to be called as 
‘Neem’ (Aryavep) and is a 


flowers, leaves, seeds and bark 
have medicinal properties. 
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Raja was watching the Olympics on 


TY. The big “caul- 
dron” in the stadium 
lipped down for 
Nikos Kaklamanakis 
(Greek Sailing Cham- 
pion) to light the 
Olympic flame from 
the torch he had been 
carrying. By then the 
flame had travelled 
2/ countries in 5 
continents. 11,300 
torchbearers had 
passed the flame ina 
relay as it travelled 
around the world for 
five months. 

Five months! How 
do they kecp the 


flame buming for that long, wondered 


Raja. 


* Anjali Bhagwat, India’s rifle 
shooter and Olympic 
hopeful, was one of the 
torchbearers who carried it 
in the Indian leg of the relay. 





















Viz, the smart silicon dust, hadthe “<2 
a 


answers as always! “It is only the 
flame that travels, not the torch! In arelay 
race a baton gets passed from one runner 
to another. Like that here one torchbearer 


lights the flame of the next,” 


“Even then, 
how can the torch 
keep burning?” 


SEETHA SRIKANTH | 
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“The torch design is quite clever. There 


1s asmall fuel tank inside the 
torch. This has liquefied gas 
fuel. A bit like ourcooking gas 
cylinders. There is a valve and 
many fine holes forthe iquid 
to come out.” 

“You mean there is liquid 
spurting out like a hose pipe 
when the flame gets lit?” asked 
Raja. 

“No, no, no! The liquid is 
forced out at pressure through 











the tiny holes and the pressure drops. 
This tums it into gas.” 

“What if there is rain in some places? 
Will the torch go out?” 

“Torches today are built to bum in rain 
or snow. There are two flames actually. 
There is a bnght big flame that can be seen 
burning with an orange colour on the 
outside, but there is asmialler, steady flame 
that bums within it. Evenif a wind blows 
the bigger flame out, the smaller one 
remains steady, because it is sort of 
protected in the sheath of the torch 
and this lights up the gas again and 
the big flame can be seen!” Viz 
flashed the answer in Raja's 
mind. (Viz and Raja 
communicate by mind 
reading!) 


if 


And atnight? Thought Raja. 

“At might, the flame is kept in 
a special vessel. In aeroplanes 
where safety does not allow an 
open fire, the flame is 
reduced and 
covered like asina 
lantern and kept 
enclosed. Did you know that for the 
Sydney Olympics, the flame was even 
cared underwater, in a torch 
uniquely designed for it?” 

Won't it be hot, for the 
person carrying it? 

“In the past torches used to 
be quite difficult to carry, as sparks 
and embers used to drop on the 


torchbearer. The current mix of fuel and 
the technology makes it quite safe forthe 
carers. Besides, the torch also has to be 
light. The torch this time is shaped like an 
olive leaf (a Greek symbol of peace) and 
is made of Olive wood and metal. It 
weighs only about 700 gms, about three 
fourths of a 
kilo, said 
Viz. 
“T wish 
I could 
have been at 
Athens!” 
sighed Raja. 
















Answer to the Viz Quiz 1: Metal 
detectors are used not just for detecting 
evuns and bombs, but also by treasure 
seekers who dive, both as a 

profession and as a hobby, in 
the haope of finding coins and 
artefacts that went down with 
shipwrecks, 












Viz Quiz 2: 

Which takes less effort: 
frowning or smiling? 
Explain in fifty words. 
fou may also email 

your answers fo: 
askviz@yahoo.co.uk 
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This incident took place when I period. I, being the class leader, was 
was four years old. When I woke up, __ trying to control the students, Suddenly 
one morning, my father showed me 


a tiny mouse trapped ina bucket , / = 
of water. It was trying hard to | 





COME Out, 

It was amusing to watch the 
mouse and I stood close by and 
kept watching. Meanwhile, my 
mother was busy in the kitchen and 
my father went out, 

I playfully dipped my little 
finger in the water. To my horror, 
the mouse thought my finger 
was 4 stick and caught hold 
of itin a bid to escape from 
the bucket. I shrieked 
while I shook off the i 
mouse. 4 

Even today, I am 
scared of mice. 

- J. Jane Eyre, 
Age 13, 
Cuddalore 








anh one of the students shouted “snake, 

= snake!". We saw a big snake on the 

Te was Monday. It seemedanormal teacher's table. The whole class 
day. We attended the assembly and became silent. There were frightened 
then returned to ourclass rooms. Class faces everywhere. We were happy to 
was about to begin. It was English see the English teacher at the door of 





if nfl bik i | ih, | if hi Ff ior a] i my 








the class room. I motioned her 
attention to the snake. Now, the English 
teacher took control of the class. She 







signaled us to slowly move over to one 
side of the class room and sent me to 
inform the principal. I quietly tiptoed 
out and informed the principal about 
the snake. The principal informed the 
police. The principal also sent for a 
snake charmer. | rushed back 
to class. The teacher was 
bringing my classmates out, 
one by one, from the class 
roam. The police and the snake 
charmer came in five minutes, 
The snake charmer, after many 
unsuccessful attempts finally 
caught the snake and put it 
into his basket. We all heaved 
a sigh of relief. 
- R. Vishnu Prasad, 
Std. IV, 
Chinmaya Vidyalaya, 
Thripunithura 


Experience 


ESCAPED 
UNHURT! 


My brother and I went to a 
shop to buy sweets, 
We had to cross the 
road to get back 
home. We looked to 
| the left and right 
before crossing and 
' saw an auto speeding 
down the road but 
very far away. We 
had ample time to cross 
and s0 we stepped onto the 
road. 

Alas! My brother slipped on a 
banana peel on the road and fell 
down. The auto did not stop and was 
very Close to him. I reacted quickly. 
I pulled him away at the nick of time 
and he was saved. I dread to think 
what could have happened if I had 





not pulled him out in time. 


- M. Martina, Std. [X, St. 
Michael's High School, Hubli, 
Karnataka. 
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GIFT GOKULAM TO YOUR 
FRIENDS, GET RETURN GIFT 
FROM GOKULAM 


Gilt a one-year subscription. 

Your existing subscription extended by 
another three months. (offer valid until 
October 15, 2004) 


Gift a two-year subscription. 
Get a book ‘Fat is Beautiful and other 





Jayabalan Stories’,acollectionoftwelve hogy °\ 4- Bib/AD 
hilarious short stories - worth Rs.39.50 -. DASANTHAN 
FREE! (Until stocks last) A bihape a ob 























My friend: Myself : 
Name: — Name: 
Address : Address : 


Subscription No: 


To 
The Circulation Manager 


GOKULAM (English), 47-NP, Jawaharlal Nehru Koad, 
EkkKaduthangal, Chennai - 097 





Dear Sir, 
I hereby introduce Gokulam to my friend ____LL[/{_ 
. | have enclosed Rs.96/- / Rs.192/- (by DD / 
MO / Cheque*) towards an annual / two-year subscription in his 
/ her name. Kindly extend my subscription period by another three 
months / send me the book, as a gift to me from you. 
Regards, 


* Add As.20/- for outstation cheques . 
* DD/cheques favouring ‘Gokulam’ (Signature) 





had just moved into her new 

house. A group of children her own age 
were playing outside. She eagerly 
rushed out to make frends with them. 

Rahul, her classmate, was amongst 
them. Rahul was a bright student and 
always topped the class. Just as she was 
nearing them, Sanjana was shocked to 
see Rahul throwing a stone at a puppy. 
So were the others. 

“Stop! Why are you all hitting this 
poor little thing?” Sanjana screamed, 
even as she ran to the puppy's rescue. 

“See, how it yelps!” Rahul laughed. 
“Don't be so mean,” begged 
Sanjana with tearful eyes. 

“None of your business. 

We are having lots of fun. Go @ 
away”, barked Rahul. q 

“Fun? How can you be so“ 
cruel? Is this your idea of 
having fun?” Sanjana was 
furious. 

“IE you're so , 
bothered about the ¢ 
puppy, why don’t 
you carry the dirty 
thing home,” 
sniggered Rahul. 





Thirteen —— 
year old Sanjana See teeceer 
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“Yes, that’s exactly what I ari go- 
ing to do" retorted Sanjana as she bent 
over the scared little bundle of fur and 
stroked it. The puppy was bleeding: pro- 
fusely, She decided then and then: that 
she would never be friends with the 
cruel boy and his friends. 


A few months passed by. Ficffy, 
Sanjana’s puppy, was very fond of 
her. Its wounds had 
healed and with 
good food ™ 



















care, the puppy was now a healthy 
bundle of joy. 


One day Sanjana’s class teacher, 
Mrs. Roy, announced the name of the 
winner of the “Best Student Award’. 

“This year the award goes to 
Sanjana..." There was a thunderous 
applause. But Rahul snarled because 
he was the one , 
who usually got 
the award. 
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Mrs. Roy continued “... and 
children, she also gets the ‘Best 
Performer Award’ at the Inter school 
competition!” 

Rahul was green with envy. He had 
hoped to win the award for his dance 
performance. He had to admit that 
Sanjana, who had performed some 
tricks with the help of that wretched 
dog, had been brilliant. Even that dog 
of hers had received a huge 
round of applause for its 
clever acts. 

) Sanjana beamed 
Ly with pride. Rahul went 
) san up to congratulate 
cl. (¢ » her after class. 
i. f if 4) “The best per- 
! former was actually 
Fluffy and not me, Re- 
member Fluffy? All of 
you had hit him with 
stones?” 


Rahul who had almost forgotten 
the incident, now recalled it quite 
vividly. 
“Sorry, Sanjana. I was very 
cruel to the pup. I now realise 
that I don’t deserve the Best Stu- 
dent Award. You deserve it for be- 
ing a very good human being,” ad- 
mitted Rahul. 

Sanjana introduced Rahul to 
Fluffy. Soon, Sanjana, Rahul and 
Fluffy became the best of frends, 

By Trevor D’Rose, Age 17, 
Secundrabad. 
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I. MATHEMAGIC 


You can claim to be a Mathematical 
genius! 

Step 1: Ask your friend to choose 
any number (Eg.35) 

Step 2: He can add the next number 
in sequence, to this one (35+36=71) 

Step 3 : Add nine to the answer in 
the second step (71+9=80) 

Step 4: Divide the result in the 
above step by two (80/2=40) 

Step 5 : Finally, subtract the original 
number from the answer in Step 4 
(40-35=5) 

Whatever the number your friend 
has chosen the final answer will be 
always ‘5’! Stun your friend by giving 








himv/her the right answer. 
- Kiruthika Radhakrishnan, 
Std X, CIS Kandy 

Sri Lanka 


il. ALPHABET RIDDLES 
1. A busy body who might sting! 
2. A questioning alphabet 
3. A refreshing drink 
4. A previous or former alphabet 
1. Ships sail in this alphabet 
6. An alphabet that spoke 
7. An alphabet nut 
8. You see with this alphabet 
9. The alphabet in second person 
10. The exclamatory alphabet 
(sounding wonder) 
- V. Aditya, Std.V, 
SSNKM Sharada Mandir 
School, Kochi 


3 - 


i. Puzzles 
re I. Here is a word pyramid. Begin 


al the top and proceed to the base by 
adding one extra letter to the rearranged 
letters of the previous answer. The 
clues given will help you solve the 
puzzle in no time. So, get going! 

1. Type of shirt (1) 













(2) 
3. A slender or pointed end (3) 


2. Not he or she but _ 





4. Large, deep holes in the 
ground (4) 
5. Journeys (5) 
6. Narrow band (6) 
7. Robbers at sea in olden 
umes (/) 
- T. AKshaya, Std. VITL, 
Chennai 


IV. WORD PUZZLE 
In the word square given 
alongside, six letters to spell 
‘Matron’ have been removed. 
Replace these letters such that you 5 | 7 Sneh Pradhan, | 


will have four 3 letter words across Std.0X, 
and three 4 letter words down. , | M.H.MLS., | 
Complete it in sixty seconds. Your |“ | *™* Kolkata 
time starts now! 


ANSWERS ON PAGE 62 
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English Teacher : Give me an 
example of coincidence. 
Student : Yes sir. My dad and mom 
got married on the same day! 
- Satish Krishnan, Age 13, 
Dombivili (W) 





Father : Deepa, have you prepared 
for your exams? 

Deepa : Yes, daddy. | have 
sharpened my pencils, ironed my 
uniform, polished my shoes and got my 
exam pad ready! 

- B. Sai Kumar, 
Age 14, Hyderabad 


a 








Ram : What does one maths book 
_ say to another? 
Lakshman : | don’t know. 
Ram : “I have many problems!” 
- L. Sivaraman, Std.V, 
SDCVV, Chennai 





Rohit : Dad, We are going to 
become rich soon! 

Dad : How? 

Rohit : Our maths teacher is — 
going to teach us how to convert _ 
paise into rupees! 

- Poonam Agrawal , Std. VII, 
VEMS, Bhubaneswar — 
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Rules and Regulations 


* Strictly for school going children * Five lucky winners will get a cash 
award of Rs.50/- each. They will be decided by a draw of lots from out of the 
all correct entries. * Entries with completed picture and answer accepted on 

iis form only * No xerox capes Last Date : 14.10.2004 





= | 
Assemble the six scrambnd jigsaw pieces to ecuriplete the te and write the answer. 
Hint: Former Prime Minister of India who shares his birthday with Gandhiji (Oct. 2) 


ANSWER: Space for completed picture 


‘Name: CMEr/ PMS) wicccccsessesesccccseene, aes Oana ePID 
PR acter dieneesntenieas save MAADS ritaieusiewtarsaveaien 
School : 


Residential Address: 


Tha Editor, Gokulam, Kalki Buildings, 
47-HP, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097. 
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Cricket in India has a strong past, 
dynamic present and an exciting future. 
Opportunities are given to all sports 
alike. Is it the fault of the Indian cricket 
fan that only the cncketers make use 
of these opportunities? If you want to 
sce India win a gold in the Olympics, 
why not start a campaign to include 
cricket in the Olympics? 

- Arvind Vasudevan, 
11 years, Chennai 


India is indeed a ‘Cricket Crazy’ 
country. When the Olympic torch came 
to India, all other players and sports 
persons were ignored. Cricketers were 
invited but great athletes like PT. Usha 
were forgotten. 
Cricket is not a 
part of the 
Olympics. We 
want our ath- 
letes to win 
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medals at the Olympics and other in- 
temational meets. But how can they do 
so without our support? May be you 
are the athlete or sportsman, India is 
waiting for. Take up some other sport 
and do our nation proud! 
- $. Sabaritha, 
12 years, Bangalore 


Om Crncketaya Namaha! No doubt 
our “Men in Blue’ are a very talented 
team but in the euphoria of cricket why 
do we ignore other talented sponsmen? 

When the Olympic Hockev team 
was in Delhi for practice, they were 
accommodated in ‘match box" hotels 
and given unhygienically prepared 
food. On the other hand if a cncketer 
were to come to the city for an ad- 

vertisement campaign he would 

be pampered in star hotels! 
Rathore’s silver medal did 
little to compensate for the shame 
of Pratima Kumari’s dope case. 
About the perpetual infighting in 
the Indian Hockey team, the less 
said the better, It's time we paicl some 
attention to games other than cricket. 
Please help! 
- Swati Pillai, 16 years, 
New Delhi 






Y oungsters are impressed by the 
sparkling performances of our 
cricketers. This does not mean we don't 
give Importance to other sports. While 
cricketers have succeeded in spreading 
‘cricket fever’ in the country, other 
sportsmen have not performed well. So 
let us not blame cricket for our failure 
in the Olympics! 

- S$. Priya, Std. VIII, Kerala 


Yes, we are promoting cncket at 
the cost of all other games and sports. 
Cricketers anyway earn lakhs of 
rupees from advertisement campaigns. 


Viewpoint 





Other sportspersons have to spend from 
their meagre income even to train 
themselves. That is why children take 
up other sports only as a hobby rather 
than as acareer. Ask a youngster “who 
is Sachin?” he will know. But ask him, 
“who is Dhanraj Pillai or Anju 
George?” he would have no answer! 
- Apoorva Shetty, 13 years, 
Mumbai 


Our Government seems to be 
investing money in cricket because the 
returns are more! Australians are the 
world champions in cricket for several 
years now, but they have been winning 
medals in the Olympics too. With a very 
small population how do they manage 
to produce so many champions? 

- R. Priyanka, 10 years, Chennai 


The country is full of talented 
sports persons, but who cares? Politi- 
cians are too busy pampering our crick- 
eters and public money is spent on pro- 
moting cricket. So, when even poor Af- 
rican countries win medals, we don't. 

- Aruna Sundaresan, 
16 years, Thane 


QUESTION FOR THE MONTH ty 

Diwali is round the comer. The mind conjures up images of sweets, } 
crackers, few clothes etc etc. How would you like to celebrate diwall? 

_ Hurry! Send us your views by 14.10.04, Each published entry will: 


receive a prize of Rs.25/-. Kindly include details of your age, class, 


‘schoo! and residential address. 
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Long, long ago there lived an because of Agni's boon. He ap- 
Asura King called Danu. His two pointed capable ministers and con- 
sons Ramba and Karamba longed to quered the entire world. All the kings 
have a son who would be in- | 
vincible. While Ramba did 
penance surrounded by fire, 
Karamba prayed in neck 
deep water. Indra decided to 
thwart their prayers. He as- 
sumed the form of a croco- 
dile, approached Karamba 
pulled him into the water 
and drowned him. 

However, Lord Agni, the 
god of fire, appeared before 
Kamba. Kamba asked for a 
son who would be the king 
of all the three worlds, a 
son who could not be de- 
feated by man or beast, deva 
or asura. His boon was granted, 

Kamba married Mahishi. 
They were blessed with a buf- 
falo faced son who had horns. 
He was very strong but arro- 
gant and proud of his strength. 


After Ramba and 
Mahishi's death, Mahishasura 
became king of the Asuras. He 
knew that he was invincible 








surrendered to him without a 
murmur. 

Next, he wanted to conquer 
Devaloka. He sent a messenger to 
Indra asking him to surrender. When 
he refused, Mahishasura attacked 
Devaloka. A fierce battle ensued and 
lasted for fifty days without a break. 
The devas suffered heavy casualties 
and even Garuda, and Vishnu were 
injured. Although Vishnu reduced 
Mahisha to ashes with his chakra, a 
mightier Mahishasura rose from the 
ashes. The devas were forced to flee 
from their homes while Mahishasura 

emerged victorious. 


Many centuries later, 
the Gods decided to get 
back their Devaloka. They 
appealed to Vishnu to help 
them, even though. he him- 

self had lost to Mahisha. 

Vishnu suggested that 

since only a woman (not 

a man or beast, deva or 

asura) could kill 

Mahisha, they create one, 

In whom all their energies 

could be vested. 

As he spoke, a light 
. radiated from Brahma’s 
-. face and a beautiful Devi 
eS appeared before them. 
> Parashakti had eight arms 





and looked radiant and stunning 
seated atop a huge lion. The devas 
handed over all their weapons to her. 
Varuna presented her with jewels. 
Cries of “Jaya, Jaya Devi" rent the 
air. 

Mahisha heard the cries and pre- 
pared for battle. He had not gone far 
when he encountered Devi. 
Mahishasura was struck by her 
beauty. He asked her to marry him. 
Devi declined the offer but promised 
to marry him if he could prove that 
he was stronger than her. 

Mahisha was delighted. For one 
who had easily defeated Brahma, 
Vishnu and Mahesh, a mere woman 
would be a walkover, he thought. But 
Mahisha was in for a surprise. Devi 
killed his ministers. She destroyed his 
weapons, even as he took aim. Fi- 
nally she killed him with her 
Chakrayuda! 


Thus Devi came to be known as 
Mahishasuramardini. The defeat of 
Mahishasura at Devi's hands is cel- 
ebrated by us on Vijayadashami day. 
Mahisha is darkness, Devi is light. 
The triumph of wisdom over igno- 
rance is the significance of the day. 
Devi is a personification of Durga, 
Lakshmi and Saraswathi. That is why 
during Navarathri we worship the 
three goddesses for three days each. 


t- Anandhi Ramachandran 





Grandma, 

My best 
friend doesn't 
falk to me prop- 
erly. When I ask her 
about it, she says she 
doesn't know the rea- 
son! What should I da? 

- T. Manisha, Bangalore 

Dear Manisha, 

Obviously though you consider her 
fo be your best friend, she doesn't 
accept you (ikewise. A good friend is 
one who points out your shortcomings 
ifany, and helps you to overcome them, 
Friends are not those who just smile 
and try to please you. This is the 
conclusion reached by the greatest 
famu poet of all times - Thiruvalluvar. 
Read this answer to her and ask her 
one last time to be honest with you. If 
she still evades you, just forget her and 
look for anew good friend. It's not easy, 
but ['m sure if you make up your mind 
and act with determination, you will 
succeed. | 


kkk 


Shyamala has been my best friend 
Jrom childhood days. But of late her 


70 





Cictober “U4 


GOKLULAM 


behaviour is very strange. She 
becomes jealous whenever I talk to 
others. She starts crying if I don’t act 
according to her wishes in every 
matter. Please help! 
- K. Greeshma, Srikakulam 

Dear Greeshma, 

I have a feeling that your friend 
Sfiyamala has a problem at heme, Et- 
ther her parents are.too busy and have 
ne time for her or they neglect her out 
of ignorance. She needs love and af- 
fection and she looks upte you to pro- 
vide her with just that, When vour at- 
tention is diverted to others, she's 
afraid that she will lose your love too 
in addition to her parents’. This fear 
should be the reason for her tantrums. 
Talk to her and assure her that you will 
continue to be her best friend, though 
out of necessity and politeness you have 
to socialise with others. Once 
she overcomes her 
fears, she too will 
look for new 
friends... inciden- 
tally I've changed 
the name of your 
friend to avoid em- 
barrassment to her. 

kk 
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My mother is unwell these 
days, as a result of which Iam unable 
fo pay affention to my studies. What 
should I do? 

- Nidhi Choudhary, Jaipur 


Dear Nidhi, 

f feel so sorry for you and your 
mother {tis really a difficult situation. 
But you should remember that your 
Studies are as important as looking 
after your mother. Your entire future is 
linked to your doing well at school. Talk 
ro your mom about this, I'm sure she'll 
understand and cooperate. She should 

really ask your father or 

some other relative to 
take furns in 
looking after 
her, so that you 
have enough 
time for your 
studies and 

a little bit of 

relaxation. 
Take = your 
mind away fram your mother % 
illness, read a few pages of your 
favourite story book or watch TV for a 
few minutes and then turn to your 
lessons, 
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Some elders say that belief in 
superstitions shows belief in God. Are 
they correct? 

- Ranjani Ramachandran, 
Kalyan 


Dear Ranjan, 

I'm sure they are not correct. I 
wouldn't like you to be misguided. 
Actually there are three different areas 
In being pious. One ts 
belief in God 
and being 
devoted to 
Him. There is 
a natural 
force which 
controls the 
movements of 
the entire 
universe. This 
wondrous force was identified by our 
wise ancestors and named God. Man 
has given different shapes to this God 
later on. The second area ts the rituals 
and this is a question of faith. It 
includes different forms of poojas and 
offerings like tonsure of the entire head 
in Tirupathi ete. The third area is 





Me Ae they Set? 


superstitions, which were built over the 
years by the fertile imagination of 
mankind, [t is stupid ta think that if a 
cat crosses your path you are unlucky 
for the day and to relate this to God Is 
even more idiotic. There are thousands 
of such superstitions and you must 
learn to draw the line between devotion 
fo God, faith in rituals and belief in 
Superstitions. 


Love, 


Grandmaworm 
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Miike was aclown. He was famous 
and had given wonderful performances 
in many places. He was always cheer- 
ful. Always, except when he saw his 
enemy - the mouse. 





He hated mice, because of one 


serious for Mike. He was perform- 
ing in acity for a very large 
audience. He was wear- _ § 
ing a dress which was 
too big for him. His 
trousers swept the floor ; 
as he jumped around. He =e 
looked funny indeed with his 
red nose and long cap. The audience 
was enjoying the show. So was Mike. 
But suddenly out of nowhere came 
a mouse and entered his trousers. 
Poor Mike felt tickled all over. 
Worst of all, he had to stand upside 
down and the mouse entered his shirt. 







am 


incident. Funny actually, but quite 2 


Mike could no longer contral himself. 
He began to dance, and wriggle a mix- 
ture of all types of dances in the world. 
The audience unaware of his predica- 
ment assumed it to be a part of the 
show! Some enjoyed it. Some prot dis- 
custed with Mike's screams and left the 
show. From then on, Mike began to 
hate mice. 


Next day, Mike was to perform in 
another show elsewhere. For the first 
time in his life, he felt nervous to go 
on stage. He trembled and 
sweated. He feured a 

mouse would wisturb 
the show again. 


Me 
ON Gathering him- 





self together, 












A Really ‘Short’ Story Contest -2 


Mike went on stage and started 
the show. The audience loved it. 
But suddenly, Mike's eyes spotted 


something on the floor. He seca and 
stood staring at the terrifying object. 
Sure enough it was his enemy - a 
mouse. Hot blood rushed to his head. 
How dare the little devil come here, he 
thought. 

He wanted to drive away the mouse. 
But to do that, he needed a really pow- 
erful weapon. He began to search for 
one on the stage. Again, the audience 
assumed it to be a part of the show and 
watched eagerly. At last, the clown 


pulled out a stick from behind a cur- 
tain and ran behind the mouse. The 
audience roared with laughter. They 





laughed till their sides ached. They 
only stopped when Mike had driven the 
mouse off the stage. The audience gave 
him a loud applause. 

Mike came back trembling with 
exhaustion for the curtain call. He 
couldn't gather his wits together. But 
imagine Mike’s astonishment when @ 
little boy in the audience shouted ° ‘Ene 
core! We want the mouse again'” 

- R. Shruthi, Std.X, 
K.V.NAL, Bangalore 
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Social Work...now, why would we 
be discussing social work in this column 
which is dedicated to talking about ca- 
reers?! Social work is meant for afflu- 
ent women and those interested in per- 


forming charitable acts, not 
for individuals who are sen- 
ous about a career!...Did 1 


these thoughts cross your mind 7 Not 
surprising. Most people associate social 
work with either the really rich who do- 
nate generously or with the likes of 
Mother Teresa who dedicated her life to 
serving the needy. 

True, there was a time when social 
work was not viewed as a career. How- 
ever, today it is a career in every sense 
of the term. There are even specialized 
courses for a 
career in this 


held. 









Social Work - A glimpse 
Social work primarily involves work- 
ing with people; physically or mentally 
challenged people, the poor, juvenile 
delinquents etc. The basic requirement 
i$ a genuine liking to work 
with people, coupled with 
| loads of patience. Working, 
| day im and day out with under 
| privileged people, surrounded 
_ by people with all kinds of ail- 
ments, hearing shocking sto- 
nes of inhuman behavicur and 
treatment etc., is really difficult. It takes 
a lot of determination and spirit to con- 
tinue in this field without losinz faith 
and hope. It sure takes a lot to smile and 
bring a smile on the countenance of 
those around you, when you are sur- 
rounded by misery. 
Testing waters 
Before you take the plunge, test the 
waters first. Most schools and colleges 
have an NSS Programme where you 
would be involved in projects like 
organising blood donation camps, rural 
camps, visiting old age homes and or- 
phanages. Organisations like CRY and 
UNICEF too call for volunteers to help 
them in their work. You could join a 
, Social service 


Offered by Caréersindia — organisation in 





your neighbourhood and visit homes 
for the handicapped, orphanages and old 
age homes and spend some time with 
the inmates reading aloud to them or just 
talking to them. 

These little trips will give you an in- 
sight of what the whole picture would 
be like. If you find these expenences 
rewarding enough to think of pursuing 
it as a career then choose courses that 
will impart to you the requisite knowl- 
edge. A graduation in psychology, soci- 
ology and related fields would be suit- 
able. For a masters programme the 
prominent institutes conduct a written 
test followed by a group discussion and 
interview, The Tata Institute of 
Social Sciences, Mumbai, is one 
of the well-known institutes offer- 
ing social work as asubject. There 
are various disciplines you could 
choose from in the MSW (Mas- 
ters in Social Work) programme 
like criminology, family and child 
welfare, rural community devel- 
opment, medical and psychiatric 
social work etc. There are also 
specialized institutions for train- 
ing in rehabilitation work with the physi- 
cally and mentally challenged. 

Challenges 

The first few years won't be easy. 
You are likely to start off on a shoestring 
budget till you get at least 5 years expe- 
rience. As a social worker, you might 
have to travel to rural places and remote 
places where sometimes even basic fa- 


Next.Month_-: 


Career Guidance * 


cilities may not be available. There will 
be times when you will be looked upon 
with distrust by the local people and it 
will take time and effort on your part lo 
get them to speak to you , trust you and 
then finally listen to you. The satisfac- 
lion that comes out of helping people in 
need and changing their lives makes it 
worthwhile. 
Job Prospects 

Depending on your area of special- 
ization, you could find employment op- 
portunities in social welfare organi- 
sations, government agencies, hospitals, 
drug rehabilitation centres, special 
schools, family welfare agencies oreven 
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work independently as counsellors. In- 
ternational organisations and NGOs also 
hire people, usually post graduates, with 
the requisite specialization. 

If you have been contemplating pur- 
suing a career in this field, take a step 
towards checking it out, by actually do- 
ing some social work in your own little 
way! 






Trbasull'l:w@e)s os 
feedback to : gokulam @careersindia.com 
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Akshaya Vidyalaya with plenty he 
of apen space presented a surreal 
atmosphere. A unique feature of this 
school is a mini zoo which boasts of 
deer, monkeys, rabbits, ducks, 
parrots etc, The glistening waters of 
the swimming pool contrast the dry 
land at the shooting range. Basket 
ball and shuttle courts were well 
maintained, Apart fram 

achieving [00% resulss Ba 


| | oe Gd Pe 
inacademics, the school GAR 7 _ 
—_ 


aims at moulding 
students into good well 
rounded personalities. 
E.N. Palanisamy the 
school correspondent, ts 
the man behind the 
show, who believes in 
providing all this at a 
‘very economical price. 
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September a 
Teachers Day. Akshaya 
Vidyalaya, Dindigul, 
Tamil Nadu wore a 
festive look. A tiousand 
students attired in their 
distinctive uniforms 
flitted around like 
butterflies. For the fifth 
year In succession the 
school is hosting the 


Youth Carnival. This year ‘Youth 
Carmival’ was conducted in association 
with Rotary Club of Dindigul Fort, 
Rotary Club of Dindigul Queen city, 
Interact Club of the school and 


“Gokulam’ 


magazine. 


. Children’s monthly 


The carnival got off to a start at 9.30 
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a.m. [he contests were held Ls 
simultaneously at different lo- 
cations in the school. They ati 
were Oratorical, Fancy dress, 

IQ test, drawing, singing, 
dance, essay writing, 
rangoli, floral arrangements, and 
personality / identification, 


| Tiny tots in fancy 
Hei dresses looked cute 
in their costumes. 
ANXIOUS parents were 
seen hovering around, 
last 
minute instructions 
to their wards! 
After lunch, the 
dance contests were 
conducted. This 
contest drew the 
largest number of 
participants. 
The District 
collector >. 
Murugayya pre- 


whispering 


sented the awards 
and addressed the 
sludents at the end 
of the day. 
Although the 
students had been 
on their toes since moming, even in the 
evening they were an enthusiastic, 
determined lot. Gokulam is proud to 
have been associated with the carnival. 





Photographs : 
Jayachandran 
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We know that all life 
on earth depends upon “sy 
nature. Thisincludesour- —_. adh 
selves. Even though we ~~ , 
have our superior brain > 
which has made 
us rulers of the | 
earth, we still 
need a healthy 
natural environ- 
ment to live in. 
We need air, 
water, soil, 
animals and 
plants to sur- 
vive because 
all these are 
connected, These 
are free gifts which only nature 
can give us - no amount of scientific 
technology can replace nature. 

We therefore need to conserve 
nature and protect our wildlife. But, as 
we know, we human beings are 
destroying and damaging nature 
beyond repair, by our activities, our 
needs and our greed. Something has to 
be done to stop this disastrous march. 


WWE - India was started more 
than 30 years ago to do exactly this. 
WWF-I works to save nature and the 
environment through studies, research, 
field projects and education. Education 
involves teaching people about nature 
and why it is important to conserve it. 
WWFE-I also establishes Nature Clubs 
in schools so that children can join the 
club and enjoy learning about nature 
in a ‘fun way’. Programmes include 


bird 


programmes, competitions, nature 


eerehteg outings, quiz 
games, film and slide shows and 
camps. Camps are held from one to 
four days in wildlife sanctuanes where 
you can experience, study and enjoy 
nature nght out there in the wilds. 

If your school does not have a 
Nature Club, we can start one there. If 
this is not possible you could become 
an individual student member of 
WWF-India, We want you to be part 
of the movement to save Nature. 
Nature needs you. 

Interested? Contact us at: 
World Wide Fund for Nature India, 
Tar! Nadu State Office, 

123/5, (New No.297), TTK Road, 
Alwarpet, CHENNAI - 600 O18. 
Ph : 24994827 / 24997107. 
E-mail : wwitnso@sify.com / 

wwitnso@touchtelindia.net 
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Answers : 
1. Black spot on dog 2. Eyelashes of dancing duck 3. (Male) Duck's drass 4. Flower 
o. Cactus 6. Hill 7. Dress of dancing duck 8. Duck's hat 9. Dog's foot 10. Clouds 
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Dear Parents. 

Enroll your children in | 

where diamonds get their glitters. 
3 98562 = 7534x 97K? 





. 41490 
Photographic Memory 19743 3682/42 +7 
Listening Skills /6355 
Concentration 7 
Creativity 
speed & Accuracy 
self-confidence | 
Self-reliance | 


Allround Academic Proficiency Franchise Enquiries solicited 








